
Monument Park  
Ice Rink  

Days and Hours: 
Sunday –Thursday  
8 am - 9 pm 

Friday and Saturday 8 am - 10 pm 

Rules & Regulations:  Please skate at your 
own risk and wear proper safety gear  
There is no skate attendant on duty.  
Hockey sticks and pucks are not 
allowed.  Please do not walk on gazebo 
with skates.  For emergencies call 911. 

Please do not skate when the rink is closed.  
Closure notices will be posted at the rink 
and on the Village website. 

Thank you to the community and our 
sponsors, for making the ice rink possible! 

Dexter Village Council; Dexter Parks and 
Recreation Commission; Dexter Area 
Chamber; Dexter Lions Club; Dexter Rotary 
Club; Dexter Daze Committee 

Snow, Snow and  
More Snow! 

Winter is here and snow 
is flying.  We can all help 
make our sidewalks safe 

by keeping them clear of snow and ice.  
Clearing snow early and often also helps 
the environment by reducing the need for 
salt and other de-icers. 
 
It is the responsibility of property owners 
to remove snow from sidewalks adjacent 
to their property.  In commercial districts, 
snow must be cleared within 4 hours of 
snow cessation and in residential districts 
snow must be cleared within 48 hours of 
snow cessation.   

The Village Department of Public Works 
strives to keep public areas, such as the 
Mill Creek Park boardwalk and stairs, 
free of snow and ice, however they can 
still be slippery. Please use caution when 
using these amenities in the winter months. 

Winter Wonderland 

The old email and 
website address of 
villageofdexter.org will 
work during the 
transition period, which is 
expected to last for 
several months. 

The Village will be 
unveiling its new website 
in the middle of 
February, and the new 
address will be  
www.DexterMI.gov .  

The new site will offer an 
improved Village 
Calendar, a more 
organized content 
management system, 
fillable forms, easier 
navigation and lots of 
community information. 

The site also features 
photos of our beautiful 
town.  We hope that you 
enjoy the new website 
and welcome any 
feedback. 

Village staff and elected 
officials will also have 
new email addresses. 
They will use the first 
initial and last name of 
the elected official or 
employee, ending in 
@DexterMI.gov. 

WxåàxÜ i|ÄÄtzx hÑwtàx 
 

New Website Ready to Launch 

The Village 
Council and 
Staff wishes 
everyone in 

Dexter a 
very happy 
and safe 

2013! 
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Village Meetings  
Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Committee 

7:00 p.m. at the 

Dexter Senior Center 

7720 Ann Arbor Street 

February 5, 2013 

March 5, 2013 
April 2, 2013 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Meets as required. 

Interested in serving your 

community?  Please contact 

the Village Manager at (734) 

426-8303 x 11 or email at  

ddettling@DexterMI.gov. 

Village Council 
7:30 p.m. at the  
Dexter Senior Center 
7720 Ann Arbor Street 

February 11, 2013 
February 25, 2013 
March 11, 2013 
March 25, 2013 
April 8, 2013 
April 22, 2013 

Planning Commission 
7:30 p.m. at the  
Dexter Senior Center 
7720 Ann Arbor Street 

February 4, 2013 
March 4, 2013 
April 1, 2013 

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 
7:00 p.m. at the 
Village Offices 
8123 Main Street 

February 19, 2013 
March 19, 2013 
April 16, 2013 

Downtown Development 
Authority 
7:30 a.m. at the 
Dexter Senior Center 
7720 Ann Arbor Street 

February 21, 2013 
March 21, 2013 
April 18, 2013 

Border-to-Border Trail Expands to Hudson Mills Metropark 

during the daylight hours as the clearing takes place.   The 
contractor’s normal winter working hours will start at 7:30 
am.    
 
Following the clearing of trees and removal of roots, the 
contractor will be installing the necessary timber piling to 
support the new boardwalk portions of the pathway.   The 
timber pile installation will also require the use of heavy 
machinery, which will likely be heard by nearby residents 
during the day.   The contractor has indicated that they will 
be working on the portions of the pathway closest to the 
Village from early February through early April.   All of 
these dates are approximate at this time, pending the 
official award of the contract by the State.  The contractor’s 
progress will depend on many factors, including weather 
and material availability.  We will do our best to keep you 
informed of the progress of the project, but wanted to 
provide as much notice as possible about this much 
anticipated project. If you have any additional questions 
regarding this Border To Border project, please contact 
Mike Arens at the Huron Clinton Metroparks at (800) 477-
2757 or mike.arens@metroparks.com. 

Please note that construction sites are not open to the public 
and can be unsafe areas for kids and adults.  Please stay 
away from the project area until the contractor has 
completed their work.  The contractor anticipates completion 
of the pathway by September 30, 2013. 

In January 2013, Village representatives 
attended a preconstruction meeting with 
representatives of the Huron Clinton 
Metroparks,  the Washtenaw County 
Road Commission and the E.T. Mackenzie 
Company (the contractor) for construction 

of 3 miles of the non-motorized Border to Border Trail 
project connecting the Hudson Mills Metropark to the 
Village of Dexter. The project will be constructed on 
Metropark  property, and is being overseen by the 
Metroparks.   The Road Commission is assisting in the 
administration of the contract with the State of Michigan, 
because federal monies are involved in paying for the 
project.    
 
Upon completion, the project will connect to the West 
Side Connector boardwalk that was completed in 2012, 
allowing pedestrians and bicyclists to safely travel 
between the Village of Dexter and Hudson Mills 
Metropark.   The contractor anticipates mobilizing in late 
January and starting in early February 2013 with the 
necessary clearing of trees along the alignment of the 
proposed pathway.      
 
Residents in the Village of Dexter’s Westridge 
Subdivision and Cedars of Dexter development, along 
with residents in nearby Dexter Township and Webster 
Township, will likely hear the sounds of machines working 

Tree Order 
Form 

Please see the 
Tree Order 
Form on the 
next page to 
participate in 
the Village’s 

Tree Program.  Current 
participants should 
remember to  remove tree 
stakes after one year. 

 

mailto:ddettling@villageofdexter.org�
mailto:ddettling@villageofdexter.org�
mailto:mike.arens@metroparks.com�


Spring 2013 
 
DEXTER STREET 
TREES  
Resident Cost-Share 
Program 

 
 
Trees in the street right-of-way 
(lawn extension) in front of your 
home qualify for this program.  
This is an opportunity for residents 
to have a dead, dying or diseased 
tree removed and replaced or a 
new tree planted in their lawn 
extensions. 
 
Your cost to participate in this 
program is $125. 
This covers the purchase and 
installation of a 2-2½ inch caliper 
tree and includes a one-year 
warranty.  Once the tree has been 
planted, it is the buyer’s 
responsibility to maintain and care 
for that tree, including watering it 
diligently during the first three 
years, especially during droughts.  
Tree care information is available 
from the Village.  If a tree does not 
survive its first year, it is the 
responsibility of the purchaser to 
notify the Village prior to 
expiration of the warranty period. 
   
 
 

The following species are 
available for planting in Spring 
2013: 
    
Sugar Maple (Green Mountain) 
Acer saccharum           
Magyar Ginkgo (male only)                         
Ginkgo biloba 
Thornless Honeylocust (Skyline) 
Gleditsia triacanthos 
Japanese Zelkova (Greenvase) 
Zelkova serrate 
Scarlet Oak 
Quercus coccinea 
 
If there are overhead wires where 
your new tree will be planted, 
contact the Village for species 
selection information.  It is 
important that there be a variety of 
species in the Village tree 
population so that disease or insect 
infestation such as the Emerald 
Ash Borer does not kill all the 
trees within one neighborhood.  A 
selection of different tree species 
will be offered for sale each year 
through this program.  The choices 
will vary from year to year.  Seven 
different species are available this 
year.  Pictures of the trees and 
information on their characteristics 
and culture are available on the 
internet at www.arborday.org.  
Choice of species will be on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  The 
Village reserves the right to make  
the final selections of trees for 
specific locations, based on the  
purchaser’s preferences, 
availability and conditions at the 
particular planting site. 
 
 

To participate, just follow these 
steps: 
1. Determine the location for your 

new tree. 
2. Choose your preferred species (3 

choices per tree). 
3. Calculate the price of the tree 

order ($125 per tree) then fill out 
the order form. 

4. Submit the completed form and 
payment for your new tree to the 
Village by Monday, March 4, 
2013.  Earliest orders have the 
widest choice in trees. 

 

  
Mail your order to:    

Village of Dexter – Street Tree 
Replacement 

         8140 Main Street 
         Dexter, Michigan 48130 
 
Or drop it off at:   

Village Offices – Street Tree 
Replacement 

         8123 Main Street 
         National City Bank – 2nd Floor 
 

 
Spring Planting 
Planting will likely occur in 
conjunction with the week of Arbor 
Day, April 26, 2013.  You will be 
notified of the planting and given a 
flag to place at the location you wish 
to have the tree planted and/or 
removed. 
 
 
   

O R D E R  F O R M  
                            
Name              Phone                      Address 
                   Select three alternate species for each tree.  If you are ordering more than one tree, choose alternates for each. 
  

   TREE # 1                      TREE # 2  
          

Alt 1                
             Price per tree:   $125.00 
Alt 2                          
         Order:            trees x $125.00 =     
Alt 3                      
          Payment enclosed:                      
Do you have trees that need to be removed? _____   How many? _____    
Approximate trunk diameter ______________   
Tag number(s), if any  _____  _____  (Please remove and replace)                    Thank you for your participation! 
             
 

http://www.arborday.org/
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Cityhood Election 

Financial Fast Facts 

Commission  can gather 
petition signatures to put 
their name on the ballot.  
 
The Charter Commission 
would write a new charter, 
which would then become 
the governing document 
for the proposed city. If 
the Charter is adopted by 
the voters within three 
years of completion by the 
Charter Commission, the 
Village would become a 
City. 
 
Quick pro and con from 
the City Study Committee’s 
Report to Council: 

Soon Village voters 
will have an 
opportunity to voice 
their opinion on 

whether or not the Village 
should continue along the 
path to cityhood.  On May 
7, 2013, the following 
Ballot Question will be 
placed in front of Village 
of Dexter voters: Shall the 
proceedings continue that 
purpose to incorporate the 
Village of Dexter and lands 
in Webster and Scio 
Townships, Washtenaw 
County, as a Home Rule 
City? 

If a majority of the voters 
vote yes, then the 
incorporation process will 
continue.  If the vote is no, 
then the process will stop. 
 
What happens if the 
majority vote is yes? 
 
A yes vote means the 
incorporation process 
continues. The next step 
would be for Village 
residents to vote to select a 
nine member Charter 
Commission, which could 
occur as soon as November 
2013.  Residents interested 
in serving on the Charter 

 The Village of Dexter has a AA–/Stable Bond Rating from Standard and Poor’s. 

 We have applied for and received almost $4.7 million in grants since 2008. 

 The operating millage rate was 10.1678 in 2002 and 9.8337 in 2012. 

 38% of the Village’s total revenue is from property taxes, 32% from utility bills, 
and 8% from state revenue sharing 

 20% of the Village’s total expenditures are for personnel, 14% for public  
safety, and 13% for contracted services such as waste management, sludge 
hauling and consulting. 

 For more financial information, see the FY 2013 Budget on the Village website. 

Tax Deadline 

The last day to pay real 
property taxes at the 
Village Office is February 
28, 2013.  After that date, 
all delinquent real 
property taxes will be 
turned over to the 
Washtenaw County 
Treasurer’s Office for 

collection actions.  These 
actions could include 
property seizure and sale. 

Delinquent personal 
property taxes are not 
turned over to the County, 
and may be paid at the 
Village Office at any time.   

 Pro:  Receive bills, pay 
taxes, and ask 
questions for all city, 
county and school 
taxes at one location.  
Property owners would 
no longer pay township 
taxes. 

 Con:  Citizens will lose 
the right to run for 
office and vote in 
township elections. 

More information on 
Cityhood is available on 
the Village’s website. 

Path to Dexter-Huron Metropark 

Over the summer, the path 
from Dexter Huron 
Metropark to the Village 
was brought closer to 
completion. Currently the 
path stops at the property 
line of the Village 
Department of Public 
Works.  

 
This summer, the path will 
be completed to connect 
with Central Street. 
Though the path is nearing 
completion it is not open 
for public use at this time. 
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Arts, Culture & Heritage Committee 

The Arts, Culture & Heritage Committee is seeking a new member. The Committee meets on 
the first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm and is a eleven member group that advises Village 
Council on the development of arts, culture and heritage; promotes and publicizes projects 
that support arts, culture and heritage; serves as advocates for arts, culture, and heritage 
and encourages networking and collaborations of the arts, culture, and heritage of the  
Village of Dexter. 

The Village has purchased and installed our first piece of public art.  The Great Blue Heron is 
located along the pathway through Mill Creek Park. 

Community Garden is Ready to Go 
Our community garden is growing - and not just vegetables.  We’ve been growing friendships and our  
community too! When you garden at the community garden, you can meet new people, pick up lots of     
gardening know-how from your gardening neighbors , and maybe even some recipes for your freshly      
harvested produce. You could choose to give some of your harvested bounty to the local food pantry, to 
help those in need, or as a gift to neighbors and coworkers. 

The Village of Dexter community garden tries to make it easy for everyone to garden with us.  We plow in the spring 
before the garden opens to get the soil ready, we offer tools for our gardeners to use, and we supply straw for mulch; 
water and hoses are available on site.   This year, in addition to our 16 garden plots, we have 4 raised beds available 
which are designed for those whose mobility may be impaired.  These raised beds are 3’ and 4’ high so no bending or 
kneeling is required by the gardener.  

If you have questions or want to learn more about the community garden please consider attending the garden’s pre- 
season meeting which will be held in late March.  You can also call the Village of Dexter for further information  (734) 
426-8303. 

We hope you’ll come grow with us! 

Easter Eggstravaganza! 
Basketball hoops and other 
impediments are not 
permitted on sidewalks or 
roads to allow the passage 
of vehicles and pedestrians, 
and to support the Village’s 
efforts to make the 
community walkable and 
safe.   

The Village and the 
Department of Public 
Works appreciates your 
assistance by removing all 

The Village and the Parks 
and Recreation 
Commission is proud to 
announce the 3rd Annual 
Easter Eggstravaganza on 
Saturday, March 30, 
2013 at 10:00 am in 
Community Park.   

Join us for an egg 
scramble, photos with the 
Easter Bunny, face 
painting and live 
bunnies.  Tickets available 

starting March 1st at the 
Village Offices for $2 in 
advance or $3 the day of 
the event.   

basketball hoops or other 
impediments from the right-
of-way in order for the 
Village to safely and 
efficiently clear snow from 
the roads.   

Please note that generic 
letters are annually mailed 
out to residents as a friendly 
reminder.    Thank you for 
your cooperation.   

We Need Your Help! 
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Recycling Update 

2013 Construction Projects 

0% in the first year, 1% in 
the second year, and 2% 
in the third year. This rate 
of increase should allow us 
to hold rates steady for at 
least the next two, if not 
three years. 

Recycling will also continue 
to have a positive financial 
impact on the Village 
when the recycle market is 
strong. With our rebate 
system through Waste 
Management the Village 
receives a credit when our 
recycling is sold for more 
$30 per ton. 

On 
December 
10, 2012 
Village 
Council 
voted to 
extend our 

contact with Waste 
Management for three 
years keeping weekly 
recycle service. 

Beginning in March 2013, 
residents will have the 
option of using any size 
container to hold their 
recyclables. Stickers for 
larger containers will be 

available at the Village 
Office and other central 
locations around town.  
 
As part of the contract 
renewal, a flyer outlining all 
the trash/recycle/yard 
waste options in the Village 
will be mailed to residents 
within the next few months.  

The original contract 
extension proposal called 
for rate increases of 2.5% 
for each of the three years. 
Through negotiation with 
Waste Management these 
increases were changed to 

On January 14, 2013, Village Council approved a joint sidewalk/road project in the area 
of Hudson and Second Street. The project is scheduled to include rehabilitation of Hudson 
Street from the Cottonwood condos private roadway to Second Street.  Sidewalk will be 
planned and designed along one side of Second Street from Hudson to Inverness and on one 
side of Hudson from Cottonwood to between Third and Fourth Streets. Village staff and    
consultants will be engaging the Village residents within the project areas during the plan-
ning and design of the improvements.  This exciting project will increase the number of     
residents with access to the Village’s sidewalk network.  

Village Council also approved a storm water improvement project on Forest between Baker and Hudson. This project  
includes installation of an underground pipe and catch basins along Forest to collect storm water. The pipe will connect to 
an existing storm sewer on Baker Road. Residents and businesses in both project areas will be kept informed as the    
design and construction moves forward. 

NASCAR Green Tree Planting 

This fall, the Village was 
the recipient of a tree 
donation from NASCAR 
and the Michigan 
International Speedway 
(MIS). MIS and NASCAR 
teamed together for the 
NASCAR Green Flag Tree 
Planting Project.  

The program is intended to 
help offset the emissions 
released during an event 
weekend, while also 
providing trees to an area 
of need. 46 trees were 
planted in Huron Farms, on 
Central St, Huron St, 
Cushing Court and in Mill 
Creek Park. 

One of the things made 
clear by our investigation 
into a possible change to 
recycle service was the 
importance of recycling to 
our community. We hope 
that the decision to keep 
recycling service weekly, 
with the ability for 
residents to use larger 
containers, encourages 
everyone in the Village to 
take advantage of this 
service. 

  

Eagle Scout Project 

Congratulations and thank 
you to Gary Spikberg 
who completed his Eagle 
Scout Project in Community 
Park this September.   

Gary and his fellow scouts 
and volunteers worked to 
place a timber border 
around the play 

equipment to help with 
maintenance and 
aesthetics in the 
park.  Thank you Gary for 
your contribution to the 
community! 
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The Village Purchases Property 

The Village has acquired two pieces of property over the past several months. Property adjacent to the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant was purchased by the sewer fund. The Wastewater Treatment Plant is surrounded on three sides by 
railroad tracks and water, so the only area available for future expansion is on the east side of the property. The 
property will continue to be occupied by the former owner under a life lease arrangement. 

In December, the Village’s Downtown Development Authority (DDA) closed on property located 
at 3045 Broad. This piece of property is essential to the continued re-development of the area 
along Mill Creek Park. A team of DDA, Village Council, Village Staff, Parks & Recreation  
Commission and Planning Commission has been and will be continuing to meet to plan for the 
long term use for this property. 

Capital Improvements Plan 
It is the time of year for the Planning Commission to    
review the 5 year Capital Improvements Plan.  In      
February the Planning Commission will hold their first 
work session to review capital expenditures for the    
Village, which provides for large, physical improvements 
that are permanent in nature, including the basic        
facilities, services, and installations needed for the     
functioning of the community.  These include              

transportation systems, utilities, municipal facilities and other miscellaneous projects.  
The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the 5 year plan in March or 
April.  Please visit the Village website for more information on items being discussed. 

Water Quality Report 

of the water. It then goes 
through filters as a second 
step to removing iron. 
Following that process, three 
chemicals are added to the 
water. Fluoride is added as 
a method of fighting tooth 
decay. Orthophosphate is 
used to reduce water pipe 
corrosion. Chlorine is added 
to disinfect the water, as the 
final step before it is ready 
for use. 

Water from the 5th well 
undergoes a slightly 
different process. Due to the 
level of iron in the water, 
iron filtration is not required. 

Each year the Village 
issues a Water Quality 
Report as required by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ). The Water 
Quality report is 
published in the Dexter 
Leader and is available 
at the Village Office and 
on the Village website.  

The report provides 
detailed information on 
the Village water system. 
Following is a description 
of where Village water 

comes from and the 
chemicals that are added 
to it. 

Village water comes from 
two wellfields located off 
of Ryan Drive and at the 
Dexter High School on 
Parker Road.  

Water from the Ryan 
Drive wellfield goes 
through a five step 
process before it arrives 
at your home/business. 
Once the water is taken 
from the aquifer it is put 
into a detention tank to 
allow the iron to settle out 

Once the water is taken from 
the aquifer, polyphosphate is 
added to reduce water pipe 
corrosion and separate the 
iron from the water. Fluoride 
is also added before the 
water is chlorinated and 
available for use. 

For more information on 
Village water please refer to 
the Water Quality Report or 
contact the Utility Department 
at (734) 426-4572. 

Free Newspaper Delivery 

annarbor.com delivers a free 
newspaper to Dexter 
residents. If you wuold like to 
opt out of this delivery 
please call 1-888-922-
2472. 

 

 



The Village Offices are located at 8123 Main St, 2nd Floor, above the 

PNC Bank.  Hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

Elected Officials: 

Shawn Keough, President:  skeough@DexterMI.gov (313) 363-1434 

Jim Carson, Trustee:  jcarson@DexterMI.gov (734) 502-4257 

Paul Cousins, Trustee:  pcousins@DexterMI.gov (734) 548-3293 

Donna Fisher, Trustee:  dfisher@DexterMI.gov (734) 649-5169 

Julie Knight, Trustee:  jknight@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4961 
Joe Semifero, Trustee:  jsemifero@DexterMI.gov 

Ray Tell, President Pro Tem:  rtell@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-3398 

Carol Jones, Clerk: cjones@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8114 

Staff: 
Village Manager:  ddettling@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8303 x 11 

Assistant Manager: cnicholls@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8303 x 17 

Treasurer:  msherry@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8303 x 14 

Community Development: abishop@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8303 x 15 

Utility Billing: eaiken@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8303 x 12 

Administrative Assistant: btuscano@DexterMi.gov (734) 426-8303 x 10 

Public Works:  kaugustine@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8530 
Public Utilities: dschlaff@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4572 

 

Coming in February 2013 - new website address: www.DexterMI.gov! 
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Town Hall Meeting 

 
The Village’s next Town Hall 
meeting will be Tuesday, 
February 12, 2013.  It will 
start at 7:00 pm at the 
Dexter District Library on 
Alpine Street.  
 
Please join members of the 
Village Council at this open 
discussion forum to talk 
about what’s going on in 
the Village of Dexter. 
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