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OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
8140 Main Street  Dexter, Michigan 48130-1092  (734) 426-8303  Fax (734) 426-5614 

Memorandum 

To: Chairman Kowalski and Planning Commission 
Courtney Nichols, City Manager 

From: Michelle Aniol, Community Development Manager 
Re: SLU #2016-02 Group Day Care Home Special Land Use Request 

Date: July 19, 2016 

The Planning Commission is scheduled to conduct a public hearing to consider a special land 
use request submitted by Becky Murillo, for a proposed group day care home at 7541 Ann Arbor 
Street.  Included in your packet is the application and plot plan.   

Ms. Murillo operated an existing group day care home at her former residence, located at 3411 
Hudson Street.  Ms. Murillo and her family recently bought the home at 7541 Ann Arbor Street.  
She desires to continue her day care operation at her new home. 

SPECIAL LAND USE PROCEDURES  
The intent of the special land use process is to regulate uses that may be compatible with uses in 
some, but not all, locations within a particular zoning district.  The special land use process is 
designed to accomplish the following: 

• Provide a mechanism for public input on decisions involving more intense land uses.

• Establish criteria for both new development and infill/redevelopment consistent with the
City's land use goals and objectives as stated in the City Master Plan.

• Regulate the use of land on the basis of impact to the City overall and adjacent properties
in particular.

• Promote a planned and orderly development pattern which ran be served by public
facilities and service in a cost-effective manner.

• Ensure uses can be accommodated by the environmental capability of specific sites.

• Provide site design standards to diminish negative impacts of potentially conflicting land
uses.

• Provide greater flexibility to integrate land uses within the City.

The process for special land use requires the Planning Commission to conduct a public hearing, 
followed by a recommendation of approval, denial or approval with conditions to City Council.  
City Council is responsible for taking final action to approve, deny or approve with conditions. 

SPECIAL USE CONSIDERATIONS 
The Zoning Ordinance requires that the Planning Commission and City council consider the 
following standards for the use at the proposed location (Section 8.03):  

A. The Special Land Use will be consistent with the goals, objectives and future land use 
plan described in the Dexter Master Plan. 

The subject site is identified on the City Future Land Use Map as City Residential, as are all 
properties adjacent to the subject site.  The intent of the City Residential designation is to 
maintain the well-establish character, scale and density of the traditional pattern of the 
developer single-family neighborhoods that are characteristic of the City of Dexter. 
These older neighborhoods consist of detached single-family homes at a recommended 
density of 4 to 6 dwelling units per acre (10,890 sq. ft. to 7,260 sq. ft. lot area).  
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Development should only occur if the character, scale and development pattern is 
compatible with the existing residential neighborhood.   The proposed special land use 
request for a group day care home is consistent with the Master Plan’s goals and 
objectives. 

 
B. The Special Land Use will be consistent with the stated intent of the zoning district. 
 

The subject site is zoned R-1B One Family Residential Small Lot, as are all properties 
adjacent to the subject site.  Section 10.01 Intent, states this district is designed to 
encourage a suitable and healthy environment for family life, and to provide residential 
areas for one family residential density and other facilities that will serve the residents in 
the district.  
 
Permitted principal uses include single family detached dwellings, Home Occupations, 
on-site signs, family day care and foster family homes, adult day care and foster family 
homes.  
 
Family day care homes are defines as a private home in which one (1) but less than 
seven (7) minor children are received for care and supervision for periods of less than 
twenty four (24) hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children 
related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption.  It includes a 
home that gives care to an unrelated child for more than (4) weeks during a calendar 
year. 
 
Special uses include accessory apartments, farms, residential cluster development, 
churches, government/community-owned buildings, cemeteries, bed and breakfast inns, 
group day care homes and essential service buildings (without storage yards).  
 
Group day care homes are defined as A private home in which more than six (6) but not 
more than twelve (12) children are given care and supervision for periods of less than 
twenty four (24) hours a day unattended by a parent or legal guardian except children 
related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption.  It includes a 
home that gives care to an unrelated child for more than four (4) weeks during a 
calendar year.” 
 
The difference between the a family day care home, which is a principal permitted use  
and a group day care home, which is a special use, is 6 children. Moreover, the 
proposed group day care home will serve residents in the district.  Therefore, the 
proposed group day care home use is consistent with the intent of the R-1B zoning 
district. 

 
C.   The Special Land Use will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained to be 

compatible with, and not significantly alter, the existing or intended character of the 
general vicinity in consideration of environmental impacts, views, aesthetics, noise, 
vibration, glare, air quality, drainage, traffic, property values or similar impacts. 

 
The applicant has operated a licensed group day care, after receiving special land use 
approval in 2014, without any complaints or ordinance violations, at her previous 
residence (3411 Hudson Street).  Prior 2014, the applicant operated a licensed family day 
care home at the same location, without any complaints or ordinance violations.  
Additionally, the applicant meets the following requirements set forth by the State of 
Michigan for a licensed group day care home: 
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i. An outdoor play area of at least 600 square feet must be provided;

ii. An adequate and varied supply of play equipment, materials and furniture that is
appropriate to the developmental needs and interest of children, appropriate to
the number of children and is safe and in good repair must be provided; and

iii. The play area and equipment must be organized 1) to separate active and quiet
activities, 2) for a clear and unobstructed view of the entire play area, and 3) to
assure that there are safe distances between equipment.

The proposed group day care home use is compatible with character of the general 
vicinity in regards to the environment, views, aesthetics, noise, vibration, glare, air quality, 
drainage, traffic, property values etc. 

D. The Special Land Use will not significantly impact the natural environment. The proposed 
group day care home will not significantly impact the natural environment. 

E. The Special Land Use will be served adequately by public facilities and services such as 
police and fire protection, schools, drainage structures, water and sewage facilities, and 
refuse disposal.  The proposed group day care home will be served by the site’s existing 
municipal services.  

F. The proposed use shall be of a nature that will make vehicular and pedestrian traffic no 
more hazardous than is normal for the district involved, taking into consideration the 
following: 

1. Vehicular turning movements;
2. Proximity and relationship to intersections;
3. Adequacy of sight distances;
4. Location and access of off-street parking; and,
5. Provisions for pedestrian traffic.

It’s anticipated that the proposed group day care home may slightly increase traffic at 
peak times in the morning, for drop-offs and in the early evening, for pick-ups.  The wide 
Ann Arbor Street right-of-way has on-street public parking on either side of its two-way traffic 
lanes. This design can accommodate drop-off and pick-up maneuvering, without 
negatively motorist, and is designed to accommodate on-street parking and motoring 
traffic simultaneously.   

G. The proposed use shall be such that the location and height of buildings or structures, 
and the location, nature and height of walls, fences and landscaping will not interfere 
with or discourage the appropriate development and use of adjacent land and 
buildings or unreasonably affect their value. 

The proposed group day care home will be located in an existing home.  The applicant 
proposes to install a fence to enclose the rear yard.  The requested special land use 
should not interfere with the appropriate development and use of adjacent land or 
unreasonably affect their value, provided the applicant provides details regarding the 
type and height of the proposed fence. 
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H. The proposed use shall be designed, located, planned, and operated to protect the 
public health, safety, and welfare.  The proposed group day care home should not 
negatively impact the public health, safety and welfare of City residents, provided the 
applicant identifies the hours of operation. 

STANDARDS FOR GROUP DAY CARE HOME 
Section 8.11, sub-section B19 sets forth the following standards for a group day care home as a 
special land use: 

a. The minimum lot area required for a group day care home shall be the same as the
minimum lot area for the zoning district in which the use would be located. The subject site is
located in the R-1 B, One Family Residential Zoning District.  The minimum lot area for the R-
1B district is 7,800 sq. ft.  The subject site measures 13,068 sq. ft.  This requirement has been
satisfied.

b. An on-site drive shall be provided for drop off/loading.  This drive shall be arranged to allow
maneuvers without affecting traffic flow on the public street. As cited above, the wide Ann
Arbor Street right-of-way has on-street public parking on either side of its two-way traffic
lanes.  This design can accommodate drop-off and pick-up maneuvering, without
negatively motorist, and is designed to accommodate on-street parking and motoring
traffic simultaneously.

c. A minimum of 2,000 square feet of outdoor play area shall be provided.  The outdoor play
area shall be fenced and screened with landscaping on the exterior side of the fence. The
outdoor play area shall not be located within the primary front yard. The State requires an
outdoor area of at least 600 square feet.  As demonstrated on the plot plan submitted by
the applicant, more than 10,750 square feet of outdoor area in the rear yard of the
subject site would be provided.

CONCLUSIONS 
1. The proposed special land use request for a group day care home is consistent with the

Master Plan’s goals and objectives. 

2. The proposed group day care home use is consistent with the intent of the R-1B zoning
district.

3. The proposed group day care home use is compatible with character of the general
vicinity in regards to the environment, views, aesthetics, noise, vibration, glare, air quality,
drainage, traffic, property values etc.

4. The proposed group day care home will not significantly impact the natural
environment.

5. The proposed group day care home will be served by the site’s existing municipal
services.

6. The use of public on-street parking for drop-off and pick-up will minimize potential
conflicts between vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

7. The proposed special land use should not interfere with the appropriate development
and use of adjacent land or unreasonably affect their value, provided the applicant
submits details regarding the type and height of the proposed fence, which conform to
the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance.

8. The proposed group day care home should not negatively impact the public health,
safety, and welfare of City residents, provided the hours of operation are not out of
character for the zoning district in which the use is proposed to be located.
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9. The proposed group day care home meets the requirements of Section 8.11, sub-section 
B.19. 

 
 
SUGGESTED MOTIONS 
Based upon the information provided by the applicant and staff at the July 19, 2016 special 
Planning Commission meeting, and pursuant to Section 8.03, Special Land Use review standards, 
the Planning Commission finds the proposed group home at 7541 Ann Arbor Street (meets / fails 
to meet) the requirements for special use approval. Therefore, the Planning Commission 
recommends that City Council (APPROVE/ DENY) the Special Land Use application for a group 
day care home at 7541 Ann Arbor Street.   
 
In making this determination, the following additional conditions shall apply: 
 

1.    
2. ____________________________________________________________________ 
3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
OR 
 
Move to postpone the action on the special use request for a group day care home at 7541 Ann 
Arbor Street until _____(date)_____________, to allow the applicant and/or the Planning 
Commission time to address the following items: 
 

1.   
2. ____________________________________________________________________ 
3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

  
 

Please contact me prior to the meeting with questions.  
 
Thank you. 

Page 113 of 208



PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 

Page 78 of 102
Page 114 of 208

Justin
Rectangle



OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
8140 Main Street, Dexter, Michigan 48130-1092 (734) 426-8303 Fax (734) 426-5614

STAFF REVIEW 
To: Mayor Keough and City Council 

Courtney Nicholls, City Manager 

From: Michelle Aniol, Community Development Manager 
RE: CSPR 2016-02 8080 Grand, LLC, revised plan dated June 27, 2016, received June 27, 

2016 

Date: July 18, 2016 

On June 6, 2016 the Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the 
combined preliminary and final site plan, submitted by submitted by Don Darnell, on behalf 
of 8080 Grand, LLC, to City Council, subject to the following conditions: 

1. Five additional parking spaces shall be provided on a revised site plan or the applicant
shall submit a contribution to the Public Parking Fund, in the amount of $12,500.00;

2. The parking calculations table shall be updated on a revised plan, as cited in the CWA
review letter, dated May 11, 2016;

3. A revised site plan shall be submitted addressing all issues cited in the OHM review dated,
May 19, 2016 and shall be reviewed by the engineer and staff prior to consideration by
City Council;

4. Comments of the DAFD review, dated May 11, 2016;

5. Applicant shall secure an easement for the sewer across the adjacent property or
relocate it on a revised plan; and

6. Bike parking shall be relocated to the other side of the sidewalk, to ensure unobstructed
pedestrian access.

The recommended plan calls for the redevelopment of an existing 6,330 square foot single 
story concrete block building, located at 8080 Grand Street, for business and professional 
offices and retail uses.  The subject site is zoned VC, Village Commercial District on the City of 
Dexter Zoning Map.  Business and professional offices and retail uses are principal permitted 
uses in the VC District. 

In the applicant’s initial submittal on April 4, 2016, special land use approval was requested for 
a service establishment of an office/workshop/retail outlet or showroom nature, such as 
plumbing, electrician, interior decorating, dressmaking, tailoring, upholstering, hose appliance 
and similar establishments, for the property located at 8080 Grand Street.  However, both prior 
to and after submittal, the applicant indicated a desire for more automobile oriented uses, 
which are not permitted in the VC District.  On May 2, 2016, the applicant withdrew the special 
land use request.    

Accompanying this memo you will find the following information: 

1. Application for Combined Site Plan Review and Special Land Use, received April 4, 2016

2. Correspondence from applicant withdrawing Special Land Use request, dated May 2, 2016

3. Final Site Plan dated, June 27, 2016

4. Correspondence from Focus/Design dated, June 27, 2016

5. Review letters from:

a. OHM, dated July 15, 2016
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b. CWA, dated, June 28, 2016

c. DAFD, dated July 9, 2016

Pursuant to Section 21.05 of the City of Dexter Zoning Ordinance staff has authorized the 
applicant to submit for combined preliminary and final site plan due to the applicant’s 
request and the general lack of footprint and façade complexity.  Please note that the site 
plan is combined preliminary and final and that Planning Commission/City Council will NOT 
see the site plan following action. 

STAFF REVIEW COMMENTS 
Parking – The revised plan, as submitted provides 2 public on-street parking spaces and 12 
private off-street parking spaces, for a total of 14 parking spaces.  Based on the requirements 
in Section 5.03, a total of 19 parking spaces are required.  Thus, there is a 5 parking space 
deficiency. 

Sections 5.01 and 5.09 of the Zoning Ordinance states that within the Village Commercial 
zoning district, there are two options for meeting parking requirements; on-site private parking 
or participation in the City’s voluntary Public Parking Program. The Public Parking Program 
provides a mechanism for development proposals that have trouble meeting the off-street 
parking requirements. The parking requirement may be met by the applicant contributing 
$2,500 for each required space to the voluntary “Public Parking Fund.” 

If the applicant cannot correct the parking space deficiency, as cited herein, a contribution 
to the voluntary Public Parking Fund, in the amount of $12,500 ($2,500 x 5) would be 
necessary. 

CONSULTANT REVIEW COMMENTS 
Applicant must meet the Fire Protection Ordinance, as cited in the DAFD review.  CWA found 
no issues with the plan and has recommended approval.  OHM recommended approval in its 
review, but also cited five concerns regarding stormwater management, sanitary sewer and 
general concerns, which must be addressed prior to the pre-construction meeting. 

SUGGESTED MOTIONS – CSPR 2016-02 8080 Grand, LLC 

Based on the information provided by the applicant and reflected in the minutes of this 
meeting, and pursuant to Section 21.04, sub-section E6 City Council Action, City Council 
(APPROVES/DENIES) CSPR 2016-02 8080 Grand, LLC Combined Preliminary and Final Site 
Plan, dated June 27, 2016, for the redevelopment of 8080 Grand Street, for business and 
professional offices and retail uses, subject to the following conditions: 

1. Five additional parking spaces must be provided on a revised site plan or the applicant
shall make a contribution to the voluntary Public Parking Fund, in the amount of
$12,500.00.

2. 

3. 

OR 

Based on the information provided by the applicant and reflected in the minutes of this 
meeting, and pursuant to Section 21.04, sub-section E6 City Council Action, City Council 
POSTPONES action on CSPR 2016-02 8080 Grand, LLC Combined Preliminary and Final Site Plan, 
dated June 27, 2016, for the redevelopment of 8080 Grand Street, for business and professional 
offices and retail uses, until (DATE), to allow the applicant more time to address the following 
issues: 

1.
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2.   

3.   

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments. 

Thank you. 
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June 27, 2016 

City of Dexter 
Office of Community Development 
8140 Main Street 
Dexter, MI  48130 

Re:  8080 Grand Street 

To Whom it May Concern, 

Attached are revised site plan documents for 8080 Grand Street. 

The following  items pertain to Carlise Wortman’s memo revised on May 11, 2019. 

1. The parking requirements table on sheet S1 has been revised to indicate 14 parking
spaces provided, which includes 12 onsite, and 2 within the right of way. 

2. Based on comments from the planning commission, the bike hoops located at the
front of the building have been moved away from the building to create a more direct 
path for sidewalk traffic. 

The following are items pertaining to OHM’s memo dated  May 19, 2016: 

1. The 2 Star magnolia trees have been removed and replaced by Dense Yew shrubs

2. The asphalt cross section, detail #4 on sheet S8 has been revised.  36A asphalt has
been changed to 13A asphalt.  The 6” crushed limestone has been increased to 8” 
crushed limestone. 

3. Because we have only 24.75ft of land available between the building and the property
line, a 25 ft wide driveway is not possible.  We have proposed a 23 feet driveway as the 
widest practical driveway that will still allow curbs to define the driveway, provide 
protection for the building, and allow 12” on each side for a “fire lane” sign.  The 
secondary driveway at the alley remains smaller, at 20’-0” to meet minimum fire 
department requirements. 

4. The plans provide information on the existing and proposed impervious surface.  This
shall be updated to include turf areas.  In addition, the rain garden area shall be listed as 
a C factor of 1.0.  See the Storm Water Management Plan sheet S-9. 

5. A drainage area map delineating drainage areas and data listing the total area and “C”
factor for each shall be included in the plans. 
See the Storm Water Management Plan sheet S-9. 
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6. Runoff from the entire property must be contained.  The grades on the south side may
need to be altered such that drainage is toward the rain garden. 

Per the WCWRC rules the design storage volume required for a site being re-
developed by more than 50% is calculated using the entire area of the 
site.  Based on the final topography (including offsite areas), the flow going to the 
basin needs to meet or exceed the design storage volume.  This site complies 
with this requirement.  See the Storm Water Management Plan sheet S-9. 

7. Proposed Spot elevations have been adjusted to match the curb locations.

8. Calculations shall be shown that follow the WCWRC Rules and Guidelines and design
requirements for storm water management systems. 

See the Storm Water Management Plan sheet S-9. 

9. The plan currently assumes infiltration within the rain garden.  The applicant shall
perform in-situ testing in this location and provide a report of results.  The applicant shall 
contact OHM prior to performing the testing. 

See the attached Infiltration Basin Exploration report from AGS. 

10. The existing outlet structure and pipe must be investigated to ensure it is functioning
properly, or a new structure and pipe must be installed. 

Field inspection of the outlet structure and pipe showed that the structure needs 
to be rebuilt.  The existing pipe appears to be in good shape. 

11. The roof drains on the west side of the building have been changed to discharge to
grade so that the water is allowed to filter along the surface, noted as #15 on sheet S1.  
The roof drains on the east (parking lot) side are maintained as underground drains to 
avoid water overflow onto the sidewalk.  We believe surface drainage will create a 
hazard during freezing weather.  A pop-up emitter has been added to the low end of the 
drain line to allow for clean-out.  This is noted as #16 on sheet S1 

12. Pipe calculations have been provided on Sheet S9

13. All 5 of the plantings within the rain garden, shown on Sheet S5, are confirmed to be
on the list of recommended Plants for Best Management Practices within Appendix C of 
the Low Impact Development Manual for Michigan that is referenced by the WCWRC 
Rules.  2 of the 5 Rain garden plantings have been revised: 

Planting “K”: Viburnum Opulus has been changed to Viburnum Trilobum 
Planting “L”:  The Cornus Sericea was corrected to “Red-Osier Dogwood” 

14. Maintenance Activities, dates, and responsible party has been added to the
landscape ntoes on Sheet S5. 

15. The drainage outlet from the rain garden has recently been confirmed in our final
storm water management plan.  A drainage easement will be secured for the existing 
drain pipe.   
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16. The existing sewer lead, described in note 8 on Sheet S1 will be rebuilt with 6” PVC
pipe, and relocated to avoid the neighboring property.  The location of the sewer pipe will 
need to be field verified.  The need for an easement has been noted in the event the 
pipe cannot be relocated. 

17. The legal description for parcels A &B , shown on Sheet S1, has been corrected.

18. References to the Village of Dexter have been removed on Sheets S4, S5 and S6.

19. The existing survey includes a NAVD 88 benchmark- see Sheet S3
We acknowledge that an as-built survey will be required, and the as-built survey will be 
drawn to state plane coordinates (NAD ’83- Michigan South Zone—International Feet.) 

20. The submitted plans are a complete set with coordinated sheet numbers, and sealed
by a professional engineer licensed in the State of Michigan. 

21. Spelling has been corrected on sheets S-1 and S-5.

Todd Ballou, Registered Architect 

focus/ design 
www.focusdesign.us 
(734) 276-2110 
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July 15, 2016 
 
CITY OF DEXTER  
8140 Main Street 
Dexter, MI 48130 
 
Attention: Ms. Michelle Aniol (Sent via Electronic Mail)    

Community Development Manager 
 

Regarding: 8080 Grand Street 
  Combined Site Plan Review No. 3 
  OHM JN:  0130-16-1031 
 
Ms. Aniol: 
 
The applicant, Don Darnell, is proposing to perform site upgrades at an existing building located at 8080  
Grand Street.  We have reviewed the site plan in accordance with the City of Dexter Engineering Standards and 
recommend approval at this time.  We noted the following items that will need to be addressed prior to 
construction: 

 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT  
  

1. The proposed roof drain shall include a pop-up emitter within the rain garden area.  It is also 
recommended that the pipe embedded within the rain garden is perforated to promote even exfiltration. 

2. The proposed infiltration basin should include temporary perforated pipes placed vertically from the top 
of surface into the underlying aggregate layer to ensure that vegetation has sufficient opportunity to 
establish. 

3. We understand that the applicant is working to establish the route and course of the downstream 
drainage infrastructure and will obtain an easement for this existing pipe over 8090 Grand from the City 
prior to construction. 

 

SANITARY SEWER 
 

4. It is recommended that the proposed sewer lead is 6-inch PVC and that it is constructed in a manner that 
does not traverse neighboring property. If an alternative alignment is not possible, an easement shall be 
obtained from the neighboring property. This issue shall be resolved prior to construction. 
 

GENERAL  
  

5. The applicant states that the engineering plans are stamped and sealed by an engineer.  The final provided 
site plan shall include this. 
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The above comments should be addressed prior to holding a pre-construction meeting.  Should you have any 
questions about this review, please feel free to contact me at 313-481-1252 or via e-mail at pat.droze@ohm-
advisors.com. 

Sincerely, 
OHM Advisors 

Patrick M. Droze, P.E. 
Project Engineer 

cc: Courtney Nicholls, City Manager (e-mail) 
Dan Schlaff, Public Services Superintendent (e-mail) 
Don Dettling, Dexter Area Fire Department (e-mail) 
Don Darnell, 8080 Grand, LLC, 7926 Ann Arbor Street, Dexter, MI 48130 
Todd Ballou, Focus/Design, 3300 Berry Rd., Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
File 

P:\0126_0165\SITE_Dexter\2016\0130161030_8080_Grand_Street_CSP\CSP_2\CSP_2.docx 
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Richard K. Carlisle, President   Douglas J. Lewan, Executive Vice President 
R. Donald Wortman, Principal   John L. Enos, Principal   David Scurto, Principal   Benjamin R. Carlisle, Principal   Sally M. Elmiger, Principal 

 Brian Oppmann, Associate  Laura K. Kreps, Associate 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Michelle Aniol, Community Development Manager 
 
FROM: Doug J. Lewan, City Planner 
 Laura K. Kreps, City Planner 

DATE: June 28, 2016 
 
RE: 8080 Grand – REVISED Site Plan Review 

 

As requested, we have reviewed the revised site plan drawings submitted for 8080 Grand Street dated 
June 27, 2016, and have found the parking calculation table has been corrected as noted in the CWA 
report dated May 11, 2016.  Further, the bicycle parking spaces have been moved away from the 
building so as not to obscure the sidewalk as requested by the Planning Commission. 

Based on these revisions, we recommend the City Council approve the site plan for 8080 Grand Street.  

Please feel free to contact us with questions or comments.   

 
 

 
 
Cc: File 
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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
 8140 Main Street  Dexter, Michigan 48130-1092  (734) 426-8303  Fax (734) 426-5614 

1 

Memorandum 

To: Mayor Keough and City Council 

From:  Courtney Nicholls, City Manager 

Justin Breyer, Assistant to the City Manager 

Re: Consideration of: Lion’s Sculpture 

Date: July 18, 2016 

Item Introduction 

Below is a brief history of the Lion’s Sculpture item. 

September 21, 2015 - The Dexter Lions Sculpture was first presented to the Art Selection Committee 

(ASC). The Committee discussed the look of the sculpture renderings and possible locations. 

October 29, 2015 – The ASC was presented a proposal from the Dexter Lions Club. The sculpture artist 

attended the meeting to answer the Committee’s questions, and the Dexter Lions brought a scale 

model of the sculpture. The Committee again discussed possible locations. 

February 24, 2016 – Art Selection Committee meeting called. Lack of quorum. 

April 20, 2016 - The Art Selection Committee reviewed the details of a proposed sculpture from the 

Dexter Lions Club. That meeting marked the third time that the ASC had been presented with 

information about the sculpture. At the end of the discussion, the Committee made the following 

recommendation to City Council: 

Motion by Miller, Seconded by Rosenbaum to recommend to City Council to accept the Lions’ 

sculpture donation in the proposed location at Lion’s Park with the following conditions: 

 There are no sharp edges;

 The base will be an earth-tone color;

 The exact dimensions of the base, and total sculpture height will be provided to City Council;

 Covers for the concrete bolts are provided.

Ayes: Schon, Rosenbaum, Bellas, Arbour, Miller, Fisher 

Nays: None 

Motion Adopted 

May 9, 2016 - City Council discussed the sculpture and provided the following comments: 

 A discussion was held regarding the Lion’s Park sculpture. Dennis Berry of the Dexter Lion’s

reminded Council that the Lion’s Club will do all of the work to install the piece as well as

purchasing the piece. He also stated that a low voltage light could potentially be affixed to

the sculpture, which may or may not be used. The following questions and comments were

given by Council:
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 The overall size appears too large for the space.  

 Will the edges of the piece be smoothed? (Yes)  

 What are the height of the steps and the total height of the piece? (Will have to measure.)  

 Why was the sculpture built before approval? (It was a project at Ferris State and needed to 

be done in a specified time or it wouldn’t get done.)  

 Could the guitar player be lowered? (The artist felt that it could not.) Could he not be placed 

on the pedestal? (Possibly) The location of the placement of the piece is now different than 

what was suggested, why? (We now see a better placement than was first mentioned.) 

 City Council Comment – Would have appreciated a finished proposal with location, heights, 

maintenance, and any other issues before coming back before the City Council. 

 

June 7, 2016 – Joint Art Selection Committee meeting called to discuss art selection criteria. Lack of 

quorum for Art Selection Committee. 

 

June 13, 2016 - Staff sought clarification from City Council about whether Council wanted the 

sculpture to go back to the Art Selection Committee. City Council adopted the following motion: 

 

Motion Fisher; support Smith to send the proposal for the Lion’s Park sculpture back to the Art 

Selection Committee for further information. 

 

Ayes: Fisher, Michaels, Smith, Tell, Carson, and Keough 

Nayes: None 

Absent: Knight 

Motion carries 

 

July 7, 2016 - Based on City Council’s comments from the May 9th meeting, staff continued discussion 

of the item with the Dexter Lions Club, which provided supplemental information. Staff also followed-

up with OHM regarding placement. This information was provided to the Art Selection Committee. 

The Art Selection Committee made the following motion: 

 

Motion by Schmid, Seconded by Schon to recommend to City council that the City accept the Lions 

sculpture donation with the following conditions: 

 That the guitar player be anchored on the same plane as the dog; 

 That the dog not be raised to a level above the concrete; 

 That the sculpture be placed in the Lions Park triangle between the bench closest to the new 

playground, the gazebo, and the sidewalk. 

 

Ayes: Schon, Schmid, Bellas, Arbour, Miller, Fisher 

Nayes: None 

Absent: Tell, Henkemeyer 

 

July 13, 2016 – Staff received follow-up communication from Dexter Lions President Dennis Berry 

regarding the recommendation from the Art Selection Committee to City Council. It is evident from 

the e-mail that the Lions Club has concerns about altering the configuration of the sculpture from the 

artist’s original intent, and the placement of the sculpture. The letter contains the following 

information: 

 
“1) I agreed to this motion unilaterally without consulting my Lions sculpture committee. I have had 
feedback that questioned my making this agreement.  
 

2) By lowering the height the guitar neck would be low enough for someone to reach it. The artist 
said he made it that height to try and prevent this from happening. 
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3) The podium has already been fabricated from heavy gauge steel and would require additional
cost to have it modified or possibly made new. This additional cost would not be something that 
the Lions Club nor the artist would wish to incur.  

4) From the standpoint of the artist the changing the overall configuration of the sculpture would
present a compromise he is very reluctant to make.  

There is also some concern by the Lions about the placement of the sculpture in the Lions Park. 
By locating it towards the back of the park, towards the Lions Playground, it would be obscured 
from view by passing motorists by a pine tree and gazebo. If it could be brought closer to the 
sidewalk paralleling Ann Arbor Street it would be more visible.” 

Current Status of Item 

The remainder of the information contained in this memo has been based on the Art Selection 

Committee’s July 7th recommendation to City Council. 

Height Measurements 

 Guitar Player – 90” (7 ½ ft.) to top of guitar

 Saxophone Player – 62” (5.16 ft.)

 Dog – 47” (3.19 ft.)

 Base Low Point – 12.5” (1.04 ft.)

 Base High Point – 17.5”(1.41 ft.)

 Guitar Player + Base Low Point = 102.5” (8.54 ft.)

Location 

The original location recommended by the Art Selection Committee to City Council was in Lion’s Park 

towards the middle of the Park between the evergreen tree and the large central tree. In following-

up with the City’s engineering firm, OHM, they recommended that since concrete will need to be 

poured one foot deep to host the sculpture, that the sculpture should not be located in a tree’s 

“drip-line” (the radius of any main branches stemming out from the tree). 

At their meeting on July 7, 2016, the Art Selection Committee voted to recommend approving the 

sculpture towards the back of the Lion’s Park triangle, near the rear sidewalk and the gazebo. A map 

of the recommended location is provided. As noted earlier in this memo, members of the Dexter 

Lions Club have concerns about this location. 

Options 

At the City Council meeting on July 11th, Councilmember Smith commented that he feels that art 

should be installed on a temporary basis before being permanently affixed. This could be an 

alternative option with this sculpture. If both City Council and the Dexter Lions agree, the sculpture 

could be placed in multiple locations for a brief period of time at each location. After this trial period 

in various locations (as approved by City Council), Council could then reconsider the item for 

permanent placement at a later date. 

Based on the feedback from the Lion’s Club following the Art Selection Committee meeting, it seems 

that the Lion’s Club and the Art Selection Committee are unable to come to agreement on 

changing the appearance of the sculpture. Council will need to decide whether to accept the 
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recommendation from the Art Selection Committee, which include changes to the sculpture that the 

Lion’s do not seem to be willing to agree to; accept the art as is; accept it as is on a temporary basis; 

accept it on a temporary basis only with the recommendations made by the Art Selection 

Committee; or deny acceptance of the donation. 

Possible Motions 

To accept the recommendation from the Art Selection Committee to accept the “The Sound of the 

Wind” sculpture donation from the Dexter Lions Club with the following conditions: 

 That the guitar player be anchored on the same plane as the dog;

 That the dog not be raised to a level above the concrete;

 That the sculpture be placed in the Lions Park triangle between the bench closest to the new

playground, the gazebo, and the sidewalk.

To accept the recommendation from the Art Selection Committee to accept the “The Sound of the 

Wind” sculpture donation from the Dexter Lions Club with the following conditions: 

 That the sculpture be placed in the Lions Park triangle between the bench closest to the new

playground, the gazebo, and the sidewalk.

To accept the recommendation from the Art Selection Committee to accept the “The Sound of the 

Wind” sculpture donation from the Dexter Lions Club with the following conditions: 

 That the sculpture be displayed temporarily for six months before a permanent decision on

accepting the sculpture is made

To accept the recommendation from the Art Selection Committee to accept the “The Sound of the 

Wind” sculpture donation from the Dexter Lions Club with the following conditions: 

 That the sculpture be displayed temporarily for six months before a permanent decision on

accepting the sculpture is made

 That the guitar player be anchored on the same plane as the dog;

 That the dog not be raised to a level above the concrete;

 That the sculpture be placed in the Lions Park triangle between the bench closest to the new

playground, the gazebo, and the sidewalk.

To deny the recommendation from the Art Selection Committee to accept the “The Sound of the 

Wind” sculpture donation from the Dexter Lion’s Club. 

Attachments 

 E-mail from Lions’ President Dennis Berry

 Photographs of completed sculpture pieces

 Photographs demonstrating the sculpture’s height

 Map of the proposed location

 Sketch of the dimensions of the work and concrete support pad

 Resume of Artist

 Sketch of completed work

 Artist’s Statement about the work

 Statement from the Dexter Lions Club

 Photographs of other work by the artist
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Sculpture height Issue
1 message

DENNIS BERRY <56skyhawk@comcast.net> Wed, Jul 13, 2016 at 7:38 PM
ReplyTo: DENNIS BERRY <56skyhawk@comcast.net>
To: Justin Breyer <jbreyer@dextermi.gov>
Cc: Mike Head <mjhead@gmail.com>, Mike Scott <michael.w.scott.jr@gmail.com>, Dave Steptoe <steptoed49@aol.com>,
Gary Gould <ggould9@gmail.com>, Rich Cook <rich_cook@msn.com>, Robert Barnum <RobertBarnum@ferris.edu>

 Justin, 

I would like to register some concerns about the recent agreement I made concerning the height of
the sculpture. First I probably should not have been as quick to agree to the motion by the Art
Committee to have the height of the guitar player lowered by 2' for these reasons:

1) I agreed to this motion unilaterally without consulting my Lions sculpture committee. I have had
feedback that questioned my making this agreement. 

2) By lowering the height the guitar neck would be low enough for someone reach it. The artist
said he made it that height to try and prevent this from happening.

3) The podium has already been fabricated from heavy gauge steel and would require additional
cost to have it modified or possibly made new. This additional cost would not be something that
the Lions Club nor the artist would wish to incur. 

4) From the standpoint of the artist the changing the overall configuration of the sculpture would
present a compromise he is very reluctant to make. 

There is also some concern by the Lions about the placement of the sculpture in the Lions Park.
By locating it towards the back of the park, towards the Lions Playground, it would be obscured
from view by passing motorists by a pine tree and gazebo. If it could be brought closer to the
sidewalk paralleling Ann Arbor Street it would be more visible.

I apologize for making these requests after having agreed to them last Thursday. I will leave to
your judgement as how to proceed from here. 

Dennis Berry

Dexter lions Club President 2016/2017 

. 
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