
 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
MEETING 

THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2014 
 

  
 
            A.  CALL TO ORDER:    

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Carol Jones, Village Clerk, in the absence 
of Chairperson at the Dexter Senior Center located at 7720 Ann Arbor Street in Dexter, 
Michigan. 

 
            B.  ROLL CALL: 
                                                                                  

 S. Hansen   J. Rush – ab   B. Stacey 
        P. Mekas   J. Carson   
                    

Also present:  Michelle Aniol, Community Development Manager; Carol Jones, 
Village Clerk; Becky Murillo; Mike Williams; Walter Mayer; and residents. 

 
 

C.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

1. Regular Meeting – May 19, 2014 
 
 Motion Carson; support Stacey to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
May 19, 2014 as presented.    

  
Unanimous voice vote approval with Rush absent.  

  
 

D.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

Motion Carson; support Hansen to amend the agenda to change item G to Election 
of Officers and move Adjournment to item H. 
    
Unanimous voice vote approval with Rush absent. 
 
 

E.  SITE INSPECTION (Conduct on own) 
 
 

F.   PUBLIC HEARINGS 
        

1.  Public Hearing for Variance Request (ZBA Case 2014-04) 
     Applicant:  Becky Murillo 
     3411 Hudson St., HD-08-06-117-017 
   
The Public Hearing is being held to hear public comment regarding the following 
request submitted by Becky Murillo to waiver the following requirement: 



 
 
The applicant, Becky Murillo, is requesting a variance from the following section of 
the Village of Dexter Zoning Ordinance at 3411 Hudson St., HD-08-06-177-017: 
 
Section 8.11 Special Use, sub-section B.21 Group Day Care Homes; Group Day 
Care Homes shall have a minimum lot area of one half acre (21,780 sq. ft.). 
 
Proposal:    The applicant proposes on 11,980 sq. ft. variance to allow for a minimum 
lot area of 9,800 sq. ft. 
 
Ms. Aniol explained the reasons for the variance of practical difficulties, substantial 
justice and extraordinary circumstances.  Ms. Aniol also gave the background 
information regarding the change Ms. Murillo is looking for the change her business 
from a family day care home to a group day care home of 6 to 12 children.  
  
The following questions were asked by ZBA members: 
• Stacey – The ages of children attending the day care and will there be fencing for 

the outdoor play area.  (Response – licensed to care for infants to 18 years and 
yes there would be fencing of the play area.) 

• Hansen –The location of the fencing and the height of the fence?  (Response – 
the fence would be 3 feet and a white picket fence.)   

• Mekas – To whom will the variance be granted? (Response - it applies to the 
property as does the special use but would lapse after a year if there is not a day 
care on the property.)   

 
Acting Chairperson Jones opened the Public Hearing at 7:30 PM.  The following 
residents addressed the ZBA:  
 

• Mike Williams of 3430 Hudson, Dexter spoke about living across the street 
from the day care facility and has no issues from those clients attending the 
day care.  His concerns and questions were answered in the ZBA’s discussion 
and he is not opposed to the variance.  

 
• Walter Mayer of 7740 Fourth, Dexter spoke about driving to the mailbox near 

the facility and has concerns about the children so he likes the idea of a fence.  
He has had no inkling of any disturbance from this business.  

 
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:37 PM.  
 
Motion Mekas; support Carson based upon the information provided by the applicant 
at the July 31, 2014 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, the Board determines that the 
request to waive the requirement set forth in Section 8.11, sub-section 19.1, 
submitted by Becky Murillo for 3411 Hudson Street, HD-08-06-117-017 to permit a 
minimum lot area of 9,800 for a group day care home be granted for the property 
located at 3411 Hudson Street because the proposed variance meets the conditions 
required for the granting of a variance.   
 
The determination was made with consideration of the following per Section 24.05 
of the Village of Dexter Zoning Ordinance:   
1.  Practical difficulties, 
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2.  Substantial justice, 
3.  Extraordinary circumstances, and 
4.  No safety hazard or nuisance.     
 
Ayes:  Hansen, Mekas, Carson and Stacey  
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Rush  
Motion carries 4-0   
 
 

G.   ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Motion Stacey; support Carson to postpone the election of officers until the next 
meeting. 
 
Unanimous voice vote approval with Rush absent. 
 
 

H.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion Carson; support Stacey to adjourn at 7:44 PM. 
 
Unanimous voice vote approval with Rush absent. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Carol J. Jones 
Clerk, Village of Dexter   Approved for Filing: 10/20/2014 
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